Connect Group Questions
‘The Entrance & End of Evil’
Genesis 3:1-7, 14-15; Revelation 5:5-9; 12:9-11; 20:10
Introduction.
We live between the garden of Eden and the heavenly city of Revelation. We know that the world is not as it should be. Evil, suffering, temptation and death are realities we encounter every day. 
In Genesis, the serpent tempts Adam and Eve to question God's Word, doubt His goodness and decide for themselves what is right. The same pattern of deception continues today. Temptation rarely begins with an obvious rejection of God. More often, it begins with small questions: “Did God really say?” “Surely it doesn't matter?” “Just this once…”
But Genesis also contains a promise: the serpent will not have the final word. Revelation reveals Jesus as the victorious Lion of Judah, who conquers as the Lamb who was slain. Through His death and resurrection, Christ won the decisive victory over sin & death. Although evil remains active, its ultimate defeat is assured.
As Christians, we live in the tension between the “already” and the “not yet” - Christ has won, but we still await the full fulfilment of His victory. The question is not simply whether we believe evil exists or whether Jesus has conquered it, but how that truth shapes the way we live today.

1  The ENTRANCE of Evil – (Questioning God's Word)
Read: Genesis 3:1-7
Q – The serpent begins by asking Eve, “Did God really say…?” He takes God's generous provision and makes it sound restrictive. Why do you think temptation so often begins by making us question God's goodness, wisdom or instructions, rather than openly reject Him?
Q – The sermon highlighted three words that can reveal the subtle beginnings of temptation: “surely”, “really” and “just” - as in, “Surely it doesn't matter,” “Does God really require that?” or “Just this once.” Can you think of examples where we might use this kind of reasoning to justify something we already want to do? Why can these small compromises be so deceptive?
Q – The sermon described temptation as an attempt to replace trust in God's wisdom with confidence in our own judgement. How can we recognise when we are genuinely seeking to understand God's Word and when we are simply looking for reasons to do what we want? What helps us remain willing to trust and obey God, even when His way challenges us?

2  The VICTORY of Christ – (The Enemy Is Defeated, but Not God's Equal)
Read: Revelation 5:5-9
Q – John hears about the Lion of Judah, but when he looks, he sees a Lamb who has been slain. What does this picture teach us about the way Jesus wins His victory? How does the cross challenge our usual ideas of power, strength and success?
Q – In Genesis, Adam and Eve fail to trust and obey God. Jesus, however, remains faithful and gives Himself for us. How does Jesus' death and resurrection deal with the consequences of sin and give us hope? 
Q – The sermon emphasised that “Satan opposes God, but he is NOT God's equal.” Evil is real and the enemy remains active, but Christ has won the decisive victory. How might this truth change the way we respond to temptation, accusations of guilt, suffering or troubling events in the world? How can we take evil seriously without allowing fear or despair to dominate us?


3  The HOPE of Victory – (Living in the Light of Christ's Triumph)
Q – If Christ has won, why do we still experience temptation, suffering, sin and death? The sermon described this as the tension between the “already” and the “not yet” - Christ's victory is secured, but its final fulfilment is still to come. How does understanding this tension help us make sense of our experience of living in a broken world?
Q – The sermon used the picture of a football team leading 5–0 with two minutes remaining. The opposition is still attacking, but the outcome is secure. How does this illustration help us understand Christian hope? What is the difference between pretending that everything is fine and facing life's difficulties with confidence in Christ's ultimate victory?
Q – The sermon challenged us to be Christians who carry the light of Christ into the darkness, rather than simply describing how dark the world has become. What might it look like in practice to stand for truth, show love, serve faithfully and point people to Jesus?

Reflection
Invite the group to sit quietly for a few moments, allowing time for silence and personal reflection. Read aloud…
We live in a world where evil is real, suffering hurts and the future can sometimes feel uncertain. Yet the story of Scripture reminds us that evil did not have the first word in God's purposes, and it will not have the last. Perhaps you recognise the serpent's subtle questions in your own life. 
Is there an area where you have begun to question God's goodness, reinterpret His Word or excuse a small compromise? What might it mean to trust Him afresh?
Perhaps you are struggling with guilt, fear, suffering or discouragement. Hear again the good news: Jesus, the Lion of Judah who conquered as the slain Lamb, has won the decisive victory.  Or perhaps the darkness around you has made it difficult to see what God is doing. Remember the seed that appears lifeless beneath the soil. What seems like defeat is not necessarily the end of the story. 
Where is Jesus inviting you to trust Him more deeply, stand firm in faith or carry His light into the darkness this week?
[REFLECT]
After an appropriate length of time, read aloud the following prayer.

Prayer
Loving Father,
Thank You that even when evil entered Your creation, you didn’t abandon Your purposes or leave us without hope. Forgive us when we question Your goodness, doubt Your Word or trust our own judgement above Your wisdom. Help us recognise temptation and give us grace to stand firm in truth and obedience.
Thank You for Jesus, the Lion of Judah who conquered as the Lamb who was slain. Through His death and resurrection, our sin is forgiven, we are restored to You, and the power of death is defeated. When we face temptation, feel condemned or see evil around us, help us look to Christ and trust in His victory.
Teach us to live with hope rather than fear, to persevere when life is hard, and to carry Your light into the darkness through truth, love and faithful service. Keep our eyes fixed on the day when evil will be no more and You will dwell with Your people forever.  Until that day, help us to trust Your promises and live in the light of Christ's victory.
In Jesus' name we pray. 
Amen.
