Sunday 6th September – Connect Group Notes
To Know Christ, to Make Christ Known
2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2 

If this is your first meeting since the summer break, take some time to catch up and share stories from the summer. To what extent does September feel like a new start as we begin another year together as a group?
a. This might also be a good opportunity to discuss how the group functions, encouraging people to attend regularly, join in discussions, share openly and listen to one another. It can also be helpful to be clear about how any WhatsApp groups are used.

1. We are reminding ourselves about our foundations this week, looking again at our mission statement: to know Christ, to make Christ known. What does 2 Corinthians 5:11–6:2 tell us about who Christ is and what he has done for us?

2. Paul describes what God has done as reconciliation – bringing us back to himself through Christ (vv18–21). How helpful do you find that picture of our relationship with God? Have you experienced or witnessed reconciliation between people, and what did it make possible?

3. Being reconciled to God doesn't leave us unchanged. What changes does Paul describe in this passage? How do you see these things working themselves out in your own life?

4. Paul says that we are Christ’s ambassadors, with God making his appeal through us (vv20–21). How does that picture challenge or encourage the way you think about making Christ known? What might it look like to be an ambassador for Jesus in the places God has put you?

5. Paul says, “Christ’s love compels us” (v14). What do you think he means by this? What might it look like for Christ’s love to be the motivation behind the way we live, rather than guilt, pressure or simply a sense of duty?

6. To know Christ – To Make Christ Known: 
a. In what ways can we continue to grow in knowing Christ – personally and as a group? 
b. Who has God already placed in your life who might need to hear about Jesus? How can we, as individuals and as a group, allow Christ’s love to compel us more into making Christ known?

