Sunday 20th September – Connect Group Notes

The Beginning and the End - The World as God Meant It
Genesis 2:4-9 & Revelation 21:1-5

1. Fun question! What kind of reader are you, an Alpha and Omega reader, an end of book peeper, a super skimmer or a faithful plodder and why?

2. The brief account of creation at the beginning of Genesis 2 is a synopsis of chapter one’s more detailed account. What aspects of God’s creation excite you the most?

3. The Genesis account of creation tells us that God made men and women in his own likeness! In what ways do you think we are like God?

4. Adam & Eves OPPORTUNISTIC & SELF DRIVEN ACTIONS led to their broken relationship with God and resulted in them being banished from paradise. In what ways do disobedience and selfishness effect our walk with God?

5. In Revelation 21 the Apostle John tells us about the new heaven and the new earth as paradise is regained. What stands out for you in John’s description of this new paradise and why?

6. The painting by Holman Hunt entitled the Light of the world where Jesus is standing at a door which is overgrown by weeds has had a positive impact on the faith of many Christians.

7. Can you recall anything which has impacted your faith and helped you to grow in the knowledge of God’s love for you?

A note for Connect Groups
As we journey through this series from Genesis to Revelation, the aim of our Connect Group discussions is not to get drawn into debates about different interpretations of Genesis or Revelation, creation timelines or end-times speculation. Instead, we want to ask what these passages tell us about God, humanity and his purposes, and what difference they make to the way we live today. Use the sermon as a starting point for conversation, helping you move from what the Bible says to what it means for us and, ultimately, how it shapes the way we live in the world each week. The big story of the Bible is also our story: we live in the 'in between', looking back to what God has done in Christ and forward to where his story is heading, while seeking to live faithfully with him today.
