
Connect Group Questions
‘Wisdom with Wealth & Work’
Proverbs 30:7-9

Read: Proverbs 30:7-9
Introduction – Wisdom for the Journey
Advice is easy to give. Wisdom is much harder to come by. We all know the phrase, “If I were you…” - perhaps we've been guilty of saying it! Advice often tells us what action to take, whereas wisdom asks what is really happening beneath the surface, and what outcome we are seeking.
In our passage, Agur comes before God with a remarkable prayer. Having acknowledged how little he knows, he doesn't ask for wealth, success, influence or status. Instead, he asks God for two things: integrity and contentment — to keep falsehood and lies far from him, and to give him neither poverty nor riches, but only his daily bread.
Agur understands something we can easily forget: the issue is never simply money - wealth and work have extraordinary power to shape our hearts. They influence what we value, what we pursue, and ultimately where we place our trust.
As we explore this together, let's consider not simply what we have or what we do, but what our wealth, work and ambitions might be revealing about our relationship with God.


1 The VALUE(S) of Wisdom – (What Shapes What We Value)
Q – Agur asks for “falsehood and lies” to be kept far from him before asking about wealth.  Why do you think he connects truth and money so closely? What lies can wealth or poverty tell us about our worth, security or future?
Q – The sermon distinguished between VALUE - the worth assigned to something, and VALUES - the principles that govern our judgments and reflect our character. How might our understanding of our own value change if we genuinely believed that our worth to God is not determined by our job, wealth, possessions or achievements?
															

2 The PURSUIT of Wisdom – (What Are We Really Chasing?)
Q – The sermon suggests that each of us pursues something - security, comfort, recognition, experiences, or simply getting through another week!  What do you think you are most tempted to pursue at this stage of your life?  What might that pursuit reveal about what you value?
Q – Agur prays, “give me only my daily bread.” Jesus later teaches His disciples to pray, “Give us today our daily bread,” and says, “Seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness.” What might it look like, practically, to seek God's Kingdom first in the way we approach our work and wealth?
Q – The sermon said that the wisdom Agur seeks is ultimately not a set of principles but a person - Jesus, the wisdom of God.  How does that change the way you think about pursuing wisdom? What might it mean to become more like Jesus rather than simply trying to make wiser decisions?
															

3 The WISDOM of TRUST – (Holding God's Gifts with Open Hands)
Q – Agur recognises that both abundance and need can become spiritual tests.  In what different ways might having too much or too little money make it harder to trust God?
Q – The sermon makes a distinction between preparation and trust. Joseph wisely prepared for famine by storing grain, yet his confidence remained in God rather than his storehouses. How can we plan, save and provide responsibly for the future without allowing our preparations to become the foundation of our trust?
Q – The sermon ends with the picture of Charles Blondin's wheelbarrow: people believed in his ability, but they weren't willing to get into the wheelbarrow. What is the difference between believing that God can and actually trusting ourselves to Him? Is there an area of your life where Jesus may be inviting you to climb into the wheelbarrow?
															

Reflection
Invite the group to sit quietly for a few moments, allowing for silence and reflection. Read aloud…
As you reflect on Agur’s prayer, consider what your life is revealing about what you value, what you pursue and where you place your trust.  Being honest is there a sign that you may have been measuring your worth by your work, income, possessions or achievements?
Perhaps you are pursuing success, security, recognition or simply trying to keep going. Hear again Agur’s simple prayer: “Give me only my daily bread.”  Or perhaps you are anxious about the future. Wisdom plans and prepares, but does not place its trust in what we have stored up. What might you need to hold with open hands today?
Where is Jesus inviting you to trust Him more deeply today?
[REFLECT]
After an appropriate length of time, read aloud the following prayer.
															

Prayer
Loving God,
Thank You that our value does not come from what we earn, own, achieve, or what others think of us - but is secure in Your love and made known through Jesus.  Give us wisdom to recognise the lies that compete for our hearts.  Help us see wealth and work as gifts to steward, not master’s to serve.  Teach us to pursue what truly matters, give us our daily bread, and help us seek Your Kingdom first, trusting in Jesus, the wisdom of God and the way of truth.
When we have abundance, keep us from believing we no longer need You. When we experience need, keep us from believing You have forgotten us.  Help us prepare wisely for tomorrow without placing our trust in its provisions.  Teach us to hold Your gifts with open hands while clinging to You. Lord, we believe in Your ability; help us grow in genuine trust - not simply believing that You can carry us, but willingly placing ourselves fully into Your hands.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
