Sunday 3rd May – Connect Group Notes

Enough for Everyone – Feeding of the five thousand plus
Luke 9: 7-25

1. Read the extended passage Luke 9:7-25

2. Read Mark 6:34. What was Jesus’ attitude towards the crowd of over 5000 people? How did he view them?  Explore the sheep imagery. 

3. How can we see people through Jesus’ eyes? 

4. Read Luke 9:7-9, and 18-26
In what ways do you think people misunderstand Jesus today? 

5. In what ways do you think we are in danger of misreading what Jesus is like? 

6. How can we keep our thinking and actions in line with Jesus’ teaching and ministry and not be distracted by wrong views from social media and the internet?

7. Read Luke 9:12-17.  
How do you think Take Bless Break Give v16 helps us in following Jesus today? 

8. How do you respond to Jesus’ words v13 “You give them something to eat.”

9. Please spend some time praying for the ongoing crisis in the Middle East. 


An Alternative option to using the questions above

As some of you were unable to listen to Malcolm’s talk, he asked his wife Jo to adapt and simplify the Reflection she is doing at God Space on Wednesday giving an alternative to using the questions. 
It is based on the same reading i.e. feeding of the 5000, but she has used John’s gospel as it is part of the “I am” series. 

REFLECTION
Read together John 6 :35 NIVUK
I am the bread of life, whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty



LEADER 
As we reflect and read the scripture, lets maintain an openness to the Holy Spirit as Jesus dwells amongst us. 

SCRIPTURE JOHN 6 :5-14 NIVUK (FIRST READER)

Where are you in the multitude?
Are you one of the disciples remarking how much it would cost to feed everyone? Are you the young boy offering 2 fish and 5 loaves, unaware that it is not enough but pleased to share their food? Maybe you are questioning how all these people can possibly be fed with so little? Are you worried that there isn't going to be enough and maybe all these people should go and find their own food? Or are you relaxing on the grass waiting to receive from Jesus?
Picture yourself on the Galilean hillside as the scene unfolds.

SCRIPTURE (SECOND READER)  
JOHN 6:5-14 NIVUK

PAUSE AND RESPOND

Allow time for people to share their thoughts. Reread questions as a further prompt if needed. 

Focus on the second part of this scripture vs 11 – 15.
Reread it.

ASK
What words or phrases stand out to you? What are the implications of these words as we seek to follow Jesus?

PAUSE (so people can respond if they want to) 

Highlight and discuss (if not mentioned) - as much as they wanted, they had all had enough to eat, twelve baskets were left over

CLOSING PRAYERS OF THANKS 
(or choose someone to close in prayer using their own words)
 
Heavenly Father
Thank you that Jesus is the bread of life,
Thank you that we can come to you each day
And receive our daily bread
Thank you that there is more than enough to feed the multitude
Thank you that you have called us to feed your lambs
Thank you that all good things come from you.   AMEN
