Sunday 17th May – Connect Group Notes
At the table with Jesus – The upside-down table 
Luke 14:1-14

1. Jesus notices people choosing the places of honour at the meal.
a. When you’re in social situations, what kinds of things make people feel important, included or valued today? 
b. Why do status and recognition matter so much to us? 

2. In the first part of the passage (v1–6), the Pharisees are embarrassed and silenced, while the suffering man is healed and restored. 
a. What does this reveal about the upside-down values of Jesus and his kingdom? 

3. Jesus’ words in v8–10 are wise advice (similar to Proverbs 25:6–7), but Luke tells us this is a parable.
a. What deeper point is Jesus making about humility, pride, and our attitude before God?
b. How might this change the way we view ourselves and others? 

4. Read v12–14. 
a. How does Jesus’ vision of hospitality challenge both the culture of his day and our culture today?
b. Where do you see hospitality becoming mainly reciprocal, comfortable, or status-based? 

5. The sermon suggested that it can sometimes feel easier to help people “from a distance” than to truly welcome them into our lives.
a. Why do you think that is?
b. What are some barriers that stop us building genuine friendships across differences? 

6. Jesus welcomed people who could never repay him — and ultimately welcomed us by grace. Jesus also says that those who live this way “will be blessed” (v14).
a. How does knowing you’ve been welcomed by Jesus shape the way you welcome others?
b. What kind of blessing do you think Jesus means?

7. Who might be “missing from our table”?
a. What could it look like, practically and intentionally, for you or for us as a church to make space for someone this week?
