
Connect Group Questions

‘At the Table with Jesus – Salvation Given for You’
Luke 22:7-20
Note: Be aware people may hold differing views concerning the Communion Table.  As we explore, let us do so with care and consideration towards each other.

Read:  Luke 22:7-20
Introduction – Tables of Life
Tables are probably more significant in our lives than we give credit for.  How many of us had our nappies changed on tables? Who recalls spying on the sweetie tin on our grandparents’ side table? 😉 
Throughout life, we return to tables – in the kitchen, café, at weddings, and in the workplace.  They are places where news is shared, arguments formed, lessons learnt, decisions taken and lives quietly shaped. Tables are the often-unappreciated touching points, of lives lived.  	
Luke records Jesus eating throughout his gospel, as an expression of salvation.  Jesus often treated fellowship and food as revelation.   In Luke, Jesus often seems to be either on His way to a meal, sharing one, or leaving a table!   

1	The Broken Table of the Past - (A Meal Refusing Finality)
Q – In what ways do the food stories of Eden, Passover and Joel reveal both humanity’s brokenness and God’s ongoing desire for relationship?
Q – The sermon describes Eden as a place where humanity both received life and dependence from God and rebelled against Him, in terms of food. How could this change the way you think about ordinary things - like meals, fellowship, or daily dependence on God?
Q – The sermon suggests that “every meal in Scripture is unfinished.” What do you think this means, and how does it point us toward Jesus?

2	The Blessed Table of the Present – (A Meal Forming Faithful Waiting)
Q – Why do you think Jesus chose bread and wine as signs of His covenant, rather than simply giving words or teachings to remember Him by?
Q – Jesus says His body and blood are given “for you.”  How does that deeply personal language shape your understanding of salvation and communion?
Q – Communion was described as “not just for remembering, but for responding.”  How might the church change how it does the ‘communion’ part of the service, in a bid to make it more accessible to non-churched people, if indeed it should?  What response might Jesus be inviting from you personally at this time in your life?
3	The Better Table of Hope – (A Meal that Foretastes the Future)
Q – How does the image of the “Wedding Supper of the Lamb” (Rev 19:9) affect the way we think about heaven, hope and eternity?
Q – The sermon describes Communion as “real, but not complete.”  How can Christians live with both gratitude for what Christ has done and longing for what is still to come?
Q – What does Jesus’ use of the word “until” teach us about living between His first coming and the future fulfilment of God’s Kingdom?  How can that affect/change how we live next week?!

															


Reflection
Invite the group to sit quietly for a few moments, allowing for silence and reflection.  Read aloud…
As you reflect on the table of salvation, consider where you find yourself in the story today. Perhaps you identify with the brokenness of the past, carrying wounds, disappointments or unanswered questions.  Perhaps you hear Jesus’ personal invitation in the present: “My body given for you.”  Or perhaps you long for the future hope of the great banquet where all things will finally be made new.
At every stage, Jesus meets us at the table — not with condemnation, but with grace, presence and promise.  The table reminds us that our story is not finished yet.  We live between “given for you” and “until the kingdom of God comes,” trusting that Christ will complete what He has begun. 
So where is Jesus inviting you to trust Him more deeply today?  Is there something unfinished in your life that you need to place into His hands? 
After an appropriate length of time, read aloud the following prayer.
															


Prayer
Loving God,
We come to Your table aware of our brokenness, our unfinishedness, and our need of Your grace. Thank You for Jesus, whose body was given and whose blood was poured out for us.
Forgive us for the times we try to live without You and teach us again to trust You fully.  Meet us in the present, heal what is wounded within us and renew our hope in the promise of Your Kingdom.
Help us to live faithfully until the day we gather with You at Your heavenly table, where every tear will be wiped away and all things will be made new.
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

