Sunday 19th April – Connect Group Notes
At the table with Jesus – Grace for the unworthy 
Luke 5:27-32

1. The Scandal
Why were the Pharisees so upset that Jesus was eating with tax collectors like Levi?
· In that culture, meals expressed acceptance and friendship — how does that deepen the issue? 
· Where do we see similar attitudes or divisions today? 

2. Ladders vs Grace
The Pharisees saw holiness like a ladder to climb.
· What might that look like today — in church or in our own thinking? 
· Who might we be tempted to look down on? 

3. Jesus’ Mission
Jesus says he came as a doctor for the sick.
· What does that tell us about who Jesus is for? 
· How does that challenge how we think about church or “worthiness”? 

4. The Heart of God (Luke 15)
Jesus faced the same criticism in Luke 15 – you might like to read the chapter together.
· What do the lost sheep, coin, and son show us about God’s attitude toward people who are far from him? 

5. The Table Today
Sharing a meal meant welcome and belonging.
· What does hospitality communicate in our culture today? 
· How might we use meals, coffee, or time together to reflect Jesus’ welcome? 

6. A Personal Step
Andy highlighted two challenges: people don’t feel good enough to come, and we don’t always know people outside church.
· Which of these do you see more in your own life? 
· Is there one person you could take a step toward — perhaps by sharing time or a meal?

