
Sunday 12th April – Connect Group Notes

Why Meals Matter
Luke 7: 31-35


Background to passage
John the Baptist was having doubts that Jesus was ‘the one who was to come’ (v20). Why do you think this was? To what extent have we made Jesus fit our expectations?

Main passage (vv31-34) 
Questions 2-5 overlap or express the same thought in a different way so please feel free to select those questions that work best for you.

It was suggested that we take the gospel to where people are rather than relying on bringing people to where we are? What do you think of this idea? How do you think the Bible supports your view?

How far does our missional outlook embrace hospitality in our own homes rather than within the church building?

The Pharisees and experts in the law were unable to accept the ministry of both John the Baptist and Jesus because neither of them behaved in ways they could identify with. To what extent might our attitudes to community engagement be similar to those of the Pharisees and experts in the law?

How do we choose the company we spend time with?

Do you have any past experience from other church settings that might be relevant?

Jesus often used the phrase from the Old Testament ‘Son of Man’ to describe himself. In Ezekiel the phrase seems to refer just to human beings, but Jesus seems to have had a particular passage from Daniel in mind (see Daniel 7: 13 & 14) to emphasise he was indeed Messiah.  Do we completely accept that Jesus is both fully God and fully human? What are the implications if we do and if we don’t?

Who was right: Jesus or the religious leaders? (v35)
“….Wisdom is proved right by all her children” or using a culinary saying ‘the proof of the pudding is in the eating’. In other words, what followed would be a vindication of the claims Jesus made. Which subsequent events in Jesus’ life would you point to as examples of how this worked out in practice? (v35)

General
What one change in your life are you contemplating as a result of this passage and the points it raises?

