Sunday 22nd March – Connect Group Notes
Trusting God’s Mercy
2 Samuel 11, Psalm 51

1. The drift into sin
Looking at 2 Samuel 11, how does David’s failure unfold step by step?
Where do you see key moments where he could have chosen differently?
What warnings does this give us about how sin often begins in our own lives?

2. Idleness, temptation, and choice
The sermon highlighted absence, idleness, and acting.
Which of these feels most relevant to your life—and why?
What practical steps help us resist temptation in those early moments?

3. The illusion of control
How does David’s attempt to cover up his sin spiral in verses 6–27?
Do you think he is still in control by the end?
Where do we see the same pattern today—where sin promises control but ends up controlling us?

4. Responding to failure (Psalm 51)
Read Psalm 51:1–6.
What stands out about how David approaches God?
What does true confession look like—and how is it different from making excuses?

5. Mercy, not “trying harder”
Why is it so tempting to think we can make up for our failures by “trying harder”?
What’s the difference between that and throwing ourselves on God’s mercy?
How does Hebrews 4:16 reshape how we come to God?

6. A new heart and a new future
Read Psalm 51:10 and 2 Corinthians 5:17.
What does it mean that God can “create a pure heart” in us?
How does being a “new creation” shape the way we move forward after failure?

You might finish by praying part of Psalm 51 together, giving space for quiet personal confession, and thanking God for his mercy in Jesus.

