Sunday 15th March – Connect Group Notes
Trusting God’s Promises & Plan with Prayer
2 Samuel 7: 1-18


1. Share any personal experiences people have had of the presence of God.  Have people felt that God was speaking to them like the stories people shared about their experiences in the prayer room?

2. Encourage people to share about their experiences of prayer partnerships (see ‘Prayer Partnership Guidance’ below from Andy and our Elders) and encourage people to think and pray about forming new ones. The attached guidelines about prayer partnerships will be helpful.

3. Spend some time particularly praying for peace in the world.  Information from 24/7 prayer and Lectio 365 could be helpful here.

4. Follow up Bible study material about the presence of God:
           Look up Matthew 1:22-23; Matt 18:20, Matt 28:20
See how the presence of God is repeated at the beginning of, middle and end of   this Gospel.

      Look up John 1:1-18.  
      What echoes of the OT can you find here?  
      In what ways do the comments about Jesus fulfil and compliment the OT picture? 

      Explore the idea of the followers of Jesus being the new Temple filled by the Holy Spirit?  
      See Acts 2:1-4, 1 Peter 2:4-10, 1 Cor 3:16-17, 1 Cor 6:19-20, 2 Cor 6:16, Eph 2:19-22

What do you understand by worshipping in Spirit and Truth? How does this affect our Sunday       worship and our lives? (John 4:21-24)
     


Prayer Partnership Guidance
Matthew 18:20
“For where two or three gather in my name, there I am with them.”
We would like to encourage you to prayerfully consider, if it is not already your practice, meeting regularly with one or two trusted friends to pray together. Prayer partnerships (groups of two or three people) can be a simple and encouraging way to meet with Jesus and bring your concerns to him.

(contd. Page 2)

How might it work?
· Pray that the Lord will guide you to one or two friends you could invite to form a prayer partnership.
· We strongly suggest that prayer partnerships are with people of the same sex. In some cases a married couple may pray with another person to form a group of three, or two couples together, but please be discerning about what is wise and appropriate.
· Arrange a regular time and place to meet, ideally weekly if possible. If that isn’t realistic, aim for a pattern that is consistent rather than occasional. Texting can be helpful for sharing prayer requests during the week, but it shouldn’t replace meeting together where possible. 
· You could use the Pray for Five prayer pattern, or simply ask one another: What has the Lord placed on your heart this week? or Who has the Lord placed on your heart to pray for? You may also want to begin by sharing a short piece of Scripture.
· Remember that Jesus is present as you pray together, so allow space not only to speak but also to listen to him.
· It can be really encouraging to keep a simple record of prayers and requests so that you can recognise answered prayer and notice the ways God is at work during the week.
· Prayer partnerships should be places of trust. Please respect one another’s confidentiality and avoid sharing personal matters without permission. At the same time, recognise that there may occasionally be situations where it is wise or necessary to seek further help or pastoral support.
We have been greatly encouraged by those who faithfully pray each week, and also recently through the use of the Prayer Room. We believe many will find this an encouraging and strengthening practice.
God bless,
Andy and the Elders





