Sunday 25th January – Connect Group Notes
Friendship
1 Samuel 20

1. Setting the scene
Looking back over 1 Samuel 16–19, how would you summarise David’s situation as chapter 20 begins? What tensions or uncertainties is he living with at this point?
2. Caught between loyalties
In verses 1–6, Jonathan is caught between loyalty to his father and loyalty to his friend. Why does he initially struggle to believe David’s fears about Saul? (See 1 Samuel 19:1–6.)
3. A surprising friendship
Verses 12–17 show Jonathan’s response to David’s plan. What is striking or surprising about what Jonathan says and promises here? What does this reveal about his faith, his character, and the nature of their friendship?
4. Two very different reactions
Read verses 18–34. Saul’s anger explodes in verse 30. What is ironic about what he says? What does his reaction reveal about his heart and priorities? How does this contrast with Jonathan’s response?
5. Friendship and Jesus
Read John 15:11–15. In what ways does Jonathan’s faithful friendship point us towards the friendship Jesus offers us? How can Jesus’ friendship strengthen us when we face fear, rejection, or uncertainty?
6. Living it out
How can we grow in both giving and receiving the kind of loyal, loving friendship we see between David and Jonathan? What practical, emotional, or spiritual steps could help our relationships become deeper and more supportive, especially in times of difficulty?

