Sunday 11th January – Connect Group Notes
Trusting God’s Choice
1 Samuel 16:1-13

1. Samuel is tasked with anointing a new king for Israel.
How do we approach the appointing of leaders today?
What do people often look for in leaders, and what does this passage teach us about how God evaluates leadership?
What does it mean in practice that “the Lord looks at the heart”?
2. Samuel is afraid to go and do what God has asked him.
Does anything surprise you about how God responds to his fear?
What does this teach us about how God might respond to our own fears as we seek to follow his leading today?
3. After Jesse’s seven sons have passed before him, Samuel is convinced there must be another.
Why do you think David was left tending the sheep and not invited to the feast?
What are some reasons people can be overlooked today — or reasons we might overlook ourselves?
4. This passage doesn’t tell us what God sees in David, yet Acts 13:22 describes him as “a man after God’s own heart.”
Knowing that David was far from perfect, what do you think this means?
How does this connect with Proverbs 3:5–6?
5. The choosing and anointing of David point us forward to Jesus Christ, the true anointed King (Luke 1:32–33).
In what ways is Jesus’ anointing similar to David’s, and in what ways is it different?
6. Jesus’ anointing by the Holy Spirit led to the pouring out of the Spirit on all who follow him (2 Corinthians 1:21–22).
What does it mean for us today to be chosen, sealed, and anointed with the Holy Spirit in Christ?
7. This passage reminds us that in Christ we are chosen and anointed by God.
How does that truth challenge or encourage how you see yourself this week — in your faith, your struggles, or the roles God has given you?

