Sunday 7th December – Connect Group Notes
Peace for the outsider 
Joshua 2:1-21

1. Joshua’s spies
Why do you think Joshua sends spies to scout out Jericho? Given how the story unfolds, how successful do you think their mission really was? The narrator seems to poke fun at them—what might be the point of that? Can you think of times when we also make decisions that look wise but turn out to be unnecessary or misguided?

2. Rahab’s expected reaction
Read Deuteronomy 9:4–6. This describes the wickedness of the nations Israel is about to face—of which Rahab is a part. Based on this, how would you expect someone like Rahab to respond to the arrival of Israelite spies?

3. Rahab’s understanding of God
In Joshua 2:9–11 Rahab explains why she protects the spies. What is significant about the way she retells Israel’s story? What does this show about what she has understood about the LORD?

4. Fear that leads to faith
Rahab says the whole city is terrified—her included. Yet her fear leads her towards God while the rest of Jericho hardens against him. Why has her fear worked out differently? Read Luke 18:9–14. How does this passage help us understand the difference between proud fear and humble, reverent fear before God?

5. Rahab’s faith in action
Rahab appears in Hebrews 11:31—the “hall of faith”—and in James 2:14–26. How do these two passages help us understand what was important about both what Rahab believed and what she did? What does her example teach us about the relationship between faith and action as we follow Jesus today?

6. Rahab in Jesus’ family line
Matthew had no cultural obligation to include women in his genealogy—but he does. Why do you think he chooses to mention women at all? And after looking at her story, why do you think Matthew highlights Rahab specifically? What is he telling us about who Jesus is and what he came to do?

7. Welcoming outsiders today
Thinking about Rahab’s story—and Jesus’ welcome to unlikely outsiders—who might be the “outsiders” in our own context? How might God be calling us to share the good news of Jesus with them?

