Sunday 9th November – Connect Group Notes
Exodus 32:1-14
1) Prayer and Dependence on God
· How do we typically divide our time between prayer and action when facing a problem?
· Are we more inclined to pray about things we can influence, or things beyond our control? Why?
· What do our habits reveal about where we place our trust?

Consider spending extra time this week praying together rather than simply studying.
2) Turning from God — Then and Now
· Why did Israel lose patience and ask Aaron to make a golden calf (v.1)?
· Why does Aaron still describe the event as “a festival to the LORD” (v.5)?
· What does this show about how true worship can become confused with idolatry?
· In what ways do people today turn to other “gods” (security, comfort, identity, success, possessions, relationships)? How can modern idols take on religious or spiritual language?
3) Does God Respond to Prayer?
· To what extent do you believe God truly listens and responds to prayer?
· How does verse 14 — “the LORD relented” — challenge or encourage your understanding of prayer?
· What does this teach about God’s willingness to engage with His people?
· How does this motivate you to pray boldly?
4) Learning to Pray Like Moses — From Text to Practice
Read Moses’ prayer in Exodus 32:11–13. For each part of Moses’ prayer:
a) Verse 11 — Appealing to God’s relationship with His people
· What is Moses praying? How does he remind God of His chosen people — those He redeemed from Egypt?
· How can we pray this today? What might it look like to pray based on who we are in Christ — God’s redeemed people?
b) Verse 12 — Appealing to God’s honour and reputation
· What is Moses praying? How does he express concern for God’s name before the watching nations?
· How can we pray this today? In what ways can we ask God to uphold His honour through our lives, our church, and His mission in the world?
c) Verse 13 — Appealing to God’s promises
· What is Moses praying? How does he appeal to God’s covenant promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Israel?
· How can we pray this today? What promises of God can we hold onto as we pray for ourselves, our church, and our world?
Summary:
How does Moses’ example help us pray confidently — grounded in God’s character, God’s people, God’s name, and God’s promises?
5) Waiting on God
This whole episode begins because “Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain” (v.1).
· What can we learn from Israel’s impatience?
How do delays tempt us toward self-reliance or compromise?
· How does 2 Peter 3:8–9 encourage us when God seems slow to act?
· What might God be doing in seasons of waiting?
· How can waiting deepen faith and dependence?

