
Connect Group Questions

[bookmark: _Hlk165135604][bookmark: _Hlk164707566]‘Importunity of Prayer’ 
Read Luke 18:1-18
1	Passage - Context
Unique – This story is unique to Luke – it’s not found anywhere else in the Bible!  Luke majors in long, dramatic parables, which are often narrative masterpieces - emotionally rich & detailed - He includes 15 unique parables, not found in the other Gospels, most of them long: 		The Good Samaritan -  The Prodigal Son -  The Rich Man & Lazarus
Our passage is the shortest recorded full narrative parable Jesus gives - complete with setting, characters, conflict, inner thoughts, and resolution, all packed into a few sentences
Q – Why do you suppose the other gospel writers didn’t include this narrative in their gospels?
Q – How could this parable’s uniqueness shape the way we read & understand prayer?  Is there anything distinctive Jesus reveals in the passage that can help us grasp/communicate it better?”
															

2	Parable - Composition – Read verses 2-5 again.
Within the composition of the parable, we see the small sections could be viewed thus – 	Context (v2) - Contest (v3) – Coldness (v4) – Conscience (v4b-5) – Conclusion (v5).  
Q – How else could we divide this passage, and what do you see as the key points?
Q – How is this parable still relevant for Western culture today - and for our own community?”
															

3	Principle – Conclusions - Jesus’ teachings
The preacher chose to make four principal points from the passage in an effort to elaborate further upon Jesus’ teachings – Persistence – Persecution – Patience – Importunity  
Q – How do these key aspects of prayer shape our understanding of faith today?”
Q – What would you say to new Christians wondering why God doesn’t answer prayers instantly?
															

4	Personal – Conversion 
The preacher said… Meeting for prayer is vital. Yet, and I say this gently, not critically, many prayer meetings follow a familiar pattern - praying for health, wellbeing, finances, friends, leaders, or missionaries.  These prayers matter.  But what’s often missing are the matters Jesus highlights here: persistent, pleading, wrestling prayers that long for God’s justice and kingdom to break in.
Q – How challenging may that seem to your group?  How can you improve your times of Prayer?
Q – In what areas do you personally struggle in prayer?  What could you change, in attitudes or actions, having read what Jesus said concerning the need for persistent & Importunate prayer?
															



															


Reflection
Ask the group to sit quietly, allowing a time of silence for reflection.  
Read aloud these quotations, asking people to digest them and contemplate what each may mean for their lives…

 “God delays to give, that we may learn to desire.” 
St. Augustine - Letter 130
 
‘We are taught that God wills… to be conquered by our prayers.’
Christian bishop, Ambrose of Milan

After an appropriate length of time, read aloud the following prayer.

															


Prayer

Loving God,
In this quiet moment, we pause - aware of your deep need for righteousness and justice.  [PAUSE]
Forgive us, Lord, for the times we ignore justice - when we fail to be righteous in thought, word, and deed. But we know you are a great God, whose nature is always to have mercy - to heal, to restore and to lead your people in the way of your kingdom.  [PAUSE]
Shape our hearts to love what you love, pursue what is right, and seek justice with courage and compassion. [PAUSE]
Help us to be light, in dark places; bringing hope to those in need; and love to all we meet, through demonstration and declaration of your love.  May our lives more closely reflect that love; guide us to continue to reflect upon your love and righteousness in this coming week.
In Jesus’ name, we pray.
AMEN

															

