Sunday 16th November – Connect Group Notes
Labouring in prayer
1 Kings 18

1. Unanswered Prayer:
Have you ever struggled with unanswered prayer? When we pray and it seems like nothing is happening, what helps (or hinders) us in continuing to trust God?

2. Reading the Passage:
Read 1 Kings 18:16–46 together.
What is God seeking to reveal about Himself through Elijah’s actions and the confrontation at Mount Carmel?
How does v21 (“How long will you waver…?”) set up the core spiritual challenge of the chapter?

3. Elijah’s Boldness:
Why is Elijah pouring water on the altar so significant, especially in light of 1 Kings 17:1?
What does this act tell us about Elijah’s confidence in God?

4. Quick Answers to Prayer:
Have you ever experienced a quick, dramatic, or surprising answer to prayer?
How do moments like that shape our view of God—and how should they not shape it?

5. The Very Different Prayer for Rain:
In contrast to the fire falling immediately, Elijah’s next prayer (vv42–44) involves persistence and repeated asking.
How does this passage broaden our understanding of Elijah’s prayer life?
Why do you think we’re told about Elijah’s physical posture—head between his knees—during his prayer?

6. James’ Interpretation:
Read James 5:16–18.
Why do you think James highlights Elijah’s prayer for rain rather than his prayer for fire?
What does James want us to imitate in Elijah’s example?

7. Persevering in Prayer for Others:
Why is it important to keep praying and not give up, especially when little seems to be happening?
Do we have stories in our group of praying faithfully over time—perhaps for people who didn’t yet know Jesus—that can encourage one another today?

8. Seeing the Small Cloud:
Elijah acts decisively the moment he hears of the small cloud rising over the sea (v44).
Does God sometimes give us small signs or early glimpses of what He’s doing?
How can we be people who notice these “small clouds” and respond with faith?

